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'!'be IfoIv:mlble Alfred C. Sikes
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• URGE YOO TO CXH:lIDER J'AvatABLY TJII mBASE f:N CHANNEL 39~C
'l'BLEVISICli~ 'l'H! OPERATICII OJ' O~, J'IRST SERVICE TO BI!I'JB1!;pa:Ii ~t.:
KERN COON'1Y. ~ a:~' -! '"'
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Please know KC£T has -V full SUR'Ort in the effort to obtain ~:'~1
to provide more extensive public television to Kem Cowlty. ~;;~ 'l.Je' " ",
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I ray have a more infomed opinion of just 9tJat KCET can mean~our county
because I spent may years in televisim broadcasting, and MIS the Pras1dent
of Liberty Broadcas1:ing, one of the awlicants for the independent channel
in Kern.

No open-air public broadcaster PI eeently serves this region, the Southam
San 30BQU1n Valley. Public Broadcasting progziiiiiidng, (KCETls), is carried
by cable. But many residents live in are&IS unattractive to cable
operators, and others are unable to afford the monthly costs of cable
service. In both cases, this is particularly true for low incaDe :t.u.lies,
the lIl1norities, the handiC8RJ8d, seniors, and for residents of isolated
rural orJllJlmtain-bound coommities. we need our very 0N1 direct access to
Public Televisim programming.

I am impressed with KCET I s recogn1t1on of the growing 1mportance of the
Hispanic population in califomia. Kern Ccurty has a large number of
Hispanics, and the pranise of quality television aimed at this market has
long-term benefits to our eoonan1c and cultural base.

'!'here is no question in my mind that we would benefit significantly fran
the resource available to KCET, both in the areas of progz.-1ng and
productlm (aside fran that provided by the public broadcasting system),
but also in KCET' s already evidenced caa1tment to the County.

We urge the Federal Camnmicatians ee.n1ssion to act speedily in the
interest of our area, and grant the release of Channel 39 for its original
assignnent Public Television service for BakersfieldlKem.
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ANN GUTCHER
Manager


